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n Christmas, Traditions and Legends, the reader will learn that the

ancient Druids first decorated trees in the forest with lighted candles, e e

sweets and fruits, and on the plains of America before railroads i

spanned the country and brought fir trees, children adorned tum-

bleweeds and sunflowers with simple hand-made ornaments.

Also, readers will learn...

* In Spain, the children believe their gifts are brought by the Three
Wise Men. .

* A nightingale sang Jesus to sleep in the manger the night of His

birth.

* Rudolph the Reindeer became famous when a department
store gave away a half-million copies of his story, which
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hristmas, Traditions and Through inspired drawings, brilliant
Legends is a book certain to  page decorations and lively prose,

become a family classic.  Christmas, Traditions and Legends
An informative, easy-to-  embraces and records heartwarming leg-

read, richly-illustrated pre- ends and lore plus biblical and historical only later became a song.

sentation of Christmas, this 248-page, four-  narratives of the Yuletide season. A book to » How spider webs covering a Christmas tree were

color volume draws on the stories from be shared by the entire family, Christmas turned into tinsel.
. many lands that surround Christ’s birth- will especially capture the imagination and » The legend of Befana, a village woman in Italy, who
\ day. Holiday traditions from pagan times  wonder of children and help them build was too busy to follow the Wise Men to ;

to the present are related. The author precious memories of this Bethlehem and who still searches for the Baby Jesus

explains how ancient customs became inter-  favorite time of each Christmas Eve.

twined with Christian beliefs. year. * Why we hang up stockings on Christmas Eve.

* When and where “Silent Night” was written.
* How Santa Claus got his name.
» What they call the gift-giver in Japan.
* Why candles and stars are an important part
of Christmas.
» How the robin got his red breast, and why the
poinsettia represents the Star of § o g
Bethlehem. e s 7
* The history of the Christmas tree is told, and traditions surrounding
other greenery such as kissing under the mistletoe are
related.

» Other celebrations, including Hanukkah and
Kwaanza are described, as is the tradition of
gift-giving, initiated by the Druids and
given everlasting significance by the

Three Wise Men.

Written by Doris Baines and illustrat-
ed by Richard Ferguson to capture the
joy, love, history and hope of the season,
Christmas, Traditions and Legends
is a book for all ages who
share with children the
mystery and magic of
the Yuletide season.
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Questions from her grandchil-
dren prompted Doris Baines to
begin research on the origins of
the many Christmas traditions
celebrated around the world each
year. Her research resulted in a
book written for the enjoyment
and education of the entire fami-
ly, one that will enhance the
magic of the Christmas season
for the child in all of us.

After being widowed, the
author started college at age 50,
majoring in communications at

Richard Ferguson is a
nationally published Designer
and Illustrator. He is known
for his award winning illustra-
tions in magazines and books
as well as his book design.
While fully experi-
enced with conventional air-
brush, oil, watercolor and pen-
cil illustration, he also works
with electronic medium using
a blend of original photogra-
phy, drawing and computer
painting to create his illustra-

the University of Washington in Seattle, Washington. She was tions. His studio is located in Portland Oregon.

involved for several years in the field of public relations. She

He is a graduate of The University of Southern

lives in Lake Oswego, Oregon, with her husband, a retired Mississippi with a BFA degree in drawing and painting. He

lawyer. They enjoy golf and travel extensively.
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is married with three children, Jennifer, Jason and Samuel.




